
Chapter 15: A Divided Nation

Section 1: The Debate over Slavery

New Land Renews Slavery Disputes 

Take notes in the boxes with details of 

how the new lands would be used.

1820 1840’s

Missouri Compromise James K. Polk’s opinion

Define:

Wilmont Proviso:

Free-Soil Party:

The California Question: describe the conflict 

over California.

Compromise of 1850

List 6 conditions of the Compromise.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Fugitive Slave Act

Details:

•

•

•

•

Reactions:

•

•

•

•

Explain what people in America thought of  Uncle Tom’s Cabin.



Chapter  15 Section 2: Trouble in Kansas

From Compromise to Conflict

Color and label the maps below.  For each map use the same set of colors and color the key.  Label all of the 
territories, you do not have to label the states.

Free state

Free 
territory

Slave state

Slave 
Territory

Popular 
Sovereignty

The Missouri Compromise, 1820

Kansas-Nebraska Act

Election of 1852

Candidate/party Candidate/party

Circle the winning candidate and explain why they won.

Kansas-Nebraska Act

• When Passed:

• What it did:

•How it dealt with slavery:





Effect:

Effect:

Effect:

Effect:

Read about the Kansas-Nebraska Act and its results, be sure to read all the way 
to the end of the section and chose the 4 major effects.

Define

Popular Soveriegnty:

Secede:



Chapter  15 Section 3: Political Division

The Kansas-Nebraska Act caused changes in the make up of US political parties.  In the boxes below 
take notes to show how the political parties were effected by the Act.

Kansas-Nebraska Act

Republican Party Democratic Party Whig Party Know-Nothing Party

Dred Scott

His Claim:

Issues Examined by the Supreme Court:

1.

2.

3.

DECISION

REACTION

Northern Southern

Summarize the beliefs of each of the candidates in 1858 Illinois State Senate Race

vs.
Lincoln

•

•

•

Douglass

•

•

•



Chapter  15 Section 4: The Nation Divides

Raid on Harpers Ferry

Who was John Brown?

What happened during his raid?

What was he convicted of?

How did he defend his actions?

Northern Reaction

Southern Reaction

Election of 1860

Political 
Party

View on 
Slavery

Stephen Douglas            John c. Breckenridge                   John Bell                   Abraham Lincoln

The South Secedes

Southerner’s Reactions The Confederate States of America Lincoln Takes Office

Why they thought they could 
secede:

Crittenden’s Plan

Which states seceded?

Who was elected President?

What did Lincoln claim in his 
inaugural address?

What was the conflict over 
federal property?


