
Name Class Date

Nobel Nomination

Choose one of four great Americans—Washington, Hamilton, Jefferson, 

or Adams. Write a Nobel Prize nomination describing why the person 

you have chosen should win the award.

PREWRITING

 1. Thinking about Washington’s Contributions List details you could use to sup-

port Washington’s Nobel Prize nomination. Start a two-column chart like the one 

below. Write Washington’s beliefs and achievements in the second column.

Nominee Beliefs/Achievements

Washington First president

 2. Gathering Information about Hamilton and Jefferson Add Hamilton and 

Jefferson to your chart and note their beliefs and achievements. Which one do 

you believe is more worthy of the prize?

 3. Thinking about Washington, Hamilton, and Jefferson Add the additional infor-

mation you learned about each man to your chart. What actions or beliefs do you 

find particularly admirable?

 4. Gathering Information about John Adams Add Adams to your chart and note 

his achievements. Then, compare and contrast all four leaders. Which one has 

qualities you most admire? Consider how you will describe these qualities in your 

nomination.

WRITING

 5. Using a Model You will write your Nobel nomination in the form of a letter to 

the Nobel Prize committee. Use the model on the next page to get started writ-

ing. Be sure to include a sentence identifying the leader you are nominating, 

three reasons for your nomination, and a summary sentence. Remember to be 

persuasive! Use transition words such as first, second, then, and finally to link your 

arguments.
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Name Class Date

[Your Name] 

[Your address]

[Date]

Dear Nobel Committee:

I am writing to nominate ______________ for the Nobel Prize 

for his outstanding contribution to this country. 

Sincerely,

[Your name]

EVALUATING AND PROOFREADING

 6. Evaluating Your Nobel Nomination Is your Nobel nomination persuasive 

enough to convince the Nobel Prize committee to choose your nominee? Use the 

questions below to evaluate and revise your Nobel Nomination.

Rubric

• Does your nomination begin with a sentence that identifies the person you are 

nominating? 

• Do you give at least three reasons for your nomination?

• Does each reason include a specific achievement, contribution, or belief of this 

person?

• Do you include transition words to link your arguments?

• Do you include a sentence summarizing your reasons?

• Is the nomination as a whole persuasive?

 7. Proofreading Your Nobel Nomination To perfect your nomination before shar-

ing it, check the following:

• Capitalization and spelling of all proper names and places

• Punctuation, grammar, and spelling
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