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	Questions/Main Ideas:
	Voters and Voter Behavior

	Objectives


	1. Analyze how the administration of elections in the United States helps make democracy work.

2. Define the role of local precincts and polling places in the election process.

3. Describe the various ways in which voters can cast their ballots.

4. Outline the role that voting devices play in the election process. 

	Key Terms
	

	ballot: 
	the medium by which a voter registers a choice in an election

	absentee voting: 
	the process of voting without going to polling places on election day

	coattail effect: 
	when a strong candidate at the top of a ballot attracts support for lesser candidates in his or her party

	precinct: 
	a voting district

	polling place: 
	the place where voters in a precinct vote

	
	

	Introduction


	How are elections conducted in the United States?



	Administering Elections
	Checkpoint: Who controls elections?



	Administering Elections, cont


	

	Election Day
	

	Early Voting
	Checkpoint: What is early voting?

	What Happens to a Ballot?


	

	Questions/Main Ideas:
	

	 Notes: Chapter 7 section 2


	  The Coattail Effect
	

	Precincts and Polling Places
	

	Casting Ballots 
	

	Office-Group Ballot
	

	Party-Column Ballot
	

	Bed-Sheet Ballots
	

	Electronic Vote Counting
	

	Vote-by-Mail Elections


	

	Online Voting
	

	Review


	How fair and effective is the electoral process?
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