	Class Notes / PowerPoint Presentation / Textbook Notes



	
	

	Questions/Main Ideas:
	Voters and Voter Behavior

	Objectives


	1. Explain why the nominating process is a critical first step in the election process.

2. Describe self-announcement, the caucus, and the convention as nominating methods.

3. Discuss the direct primary as the principal nominating method used in the United States today. 

4. Understand why some candidates use the petition as a nominating device.

	Key Terms
	

	nomination: 
	The naming of those who seek office

	general election: 
	Regularly scheduled elections for public office

	caucus: 
	A group of people who meet to select candidates for election



	direct primary: 
	An election held in a party to pick the party’s candidates

	closed primary: 
	A party’s nominating election in which only party members can vote

	open primary: 
	A party’s nominating election in which any qualified voter can vote

	blanket primary: 

	An election in which all voters can vote for candidates from every party


	runoff primary: 
	An election held if no one wins a majority in the main primary



	nonpartisan elections: 
	An election in which candidates are not identified by party labels

	Introduction


	What methods are used to choose candidates for public office?


	The Nominating Process
	Checkpoint: What is nomination?



	The Nominating Process, cont.
	

	
	Why might wealthy candidates favor self-announcement?



	Questions/Main Ideas:        Notes: Chapter 7 section 1

	The Convention


	

	The Direct Primary
	

	The Direct Primary, cont.


	

	Open v. Closed Primaries


	

	Other Types of Primaries


	

	Forms of Primaries in State Elections
	

	Presidential Primary
	

	Evaluating Primaries


	Checkpoint: What are the benefits and drawbacks of primaries? 



	Petition
	

	Review


	How fair and effective is the electoral process?



	***Summary, Reflection, Analysis
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Chapter 7 Section 1:			








