U.S. Government
Course Outline and Class Expectations

Instructor: Mr. Kay

What is U.S. Government?

This course gives an explanation of the U.S. Government Structure, systems and political processes focusing on constitutional structures and foundations. Content will include but are not limited to the factors that influence U.S. Government. This class will also prepare students to become responsible/aware members of American society. Through the study of this U.S. Government class, a student will continue to develop their reading, writing, and critical thinking skills that will provide leverage and value in other academic disciplines and provide enduring skills for life beyond high school.

Objectives:

Identify the key features of the policy making system. Explain how public policies respond to public demands. Trace the English philosophical heritage including the Enlightenment in the shaping of American democratic principles. Describe the purposes for the Bill of Rights and be able to outline the subsequent amendments to the Constitution. Define federalism and explain its importance in American Government. Identify the major functions and structures of American political parties.  Describe the costs of elections and how interest groups and political action committees participate in the financial process of campaigns.  Discuss the demographics of the House and Senate and how this relates to the ideas of representation in the American system. Describe the route a bill must take to be enacted into law.
Student Materials:

Each student is expected to come to class prepared each day, ready to learn, and bring with him/her the necessary tools to accomplish anything involving their learning experience.  Materials should include: notebook, pencils, and pen.  Students will not be permitted to leave class should they not bring their materials with them.

Grading:

Grading includes all of the following:


Homework/Class work ~ Any work that is assigned that is not due at the 

            end of the hour.  It is due the next scheduled school day unless otherwise 

            announced.  Also, any work that is done during class time is due by the end of the 

hour, unless otherwise announced.  Each assignment is allotted a certain amount of points.  20% of your grade it is valued at in PowerSchool


Quizzes/Tests ~ Will be announced and given during class time.  Each 

            quiz/test is also allotted a certain amount of points.  Be aware that there might be 

            quiz given a day earlier due to lack of focus, discipline, and overall behavior. 

             75% of your grade it is valued at in PowerSchool

            Participation  ~ Each student is expected to partake in the daily activities

            in the classroom. These activities include, but are not limited to:

· Student arrives before the bell in assigned seat working on daily assignment.

· Student participates in class discussions.

· Student periodically asks questions in class.

             5% of your grade it is valued at in PowerSchool
Homework and Assignments:

All assignments, whether they are in-class, homework, papers etc., are to be completed in high academic fashion.  I expect assignments to be in on-time and presentable.  Students are expected to bring homework to class and ready to turn in at the beginning of the hour.  No student will be issued a pass to retrieve his/her homework.
Late Work:

If you turn in late work at or before a day has passed since that assignment was due, at least 20% will be deducted from that assignment. If you turn in late work before 3 days since the assignment was assigned, at the least, 40% will be deducted from that assignment.  After 3 days, no late homework is accepted, unless an individual meeting is setup to discuss the reasoning behind the late work and maybe at that time the late homework may be accepted.  Only if absent, the student has the same number of days to make up the missed work. **This may be revised at any time during the course of this class.

Cheating:

Copying of someone else’s work is not permitted.  If you are caught cheating on any work done in this class, all parties will receive an ‘E’ on the assignment and/or test, a call will be made home, and a written referral will be given.  I have no tolerance for this type of behavior.

Individual Help:

It may be necessary for the students to spend time after school to complete work, projects, and/or seek additional help.  I will be more than happy to come in before or remain after school hours.  The student must make the arrangements with me in advance to remain after school. Tutors may also be available after school.

Attendance and Missing homework and Exams:

A parent and or guardian MUST verify unverified absences by contacting your house office in order to be able to make up missing homework and or to make up an exam and or quiz.  Failure to do so will result in a 49% for that homework/classwork assignment and a 0% for that test or quiz.

TARDINESS:

Teachers will record all cases of students arriving late without a pass signed by a staff member. Your house associate principal will deal with disciplinary steps for unexcused tardiness.
Class Entry/Exit, Hall Passes & Lavatory Privileges:
All students must enter the class and find their assigned seat before the bell sounds.  If you come in late you will be marked tardy.  No passes will be given the first 10 minutes and the last 10 minutes of class.  You are allowed 3 lavatory passes per semester – no more, no less.  Once you have used all of your passes in your school agenda, no passes will be issued as well.

Standard Classroom Rules:
1. Follow directions the first time they are given.

2. Be in your assigned seat when the bell sounds.

3. Respect others & all things at all times.

4. Food, drink (expect water), candy, hats, jackets (unless the weather warrants having one on), etc. are prohibited.

5. Bring all appropriate materials to class.

In Class Procedures:

While class is in session, I expect that during instructional time you are prepared to learn. Many students may have different learning methods, procedures, and ways in which they learn. Therefore, I have put on my website (http://mrkay.weebly.com/us-government.html) a good portion of the Power Point Presentations, Note Taking Study Guides, and other helpful materials to have at your disposal to download and print out before class has begun.  If you do not have access to a computer with internet connection and or a printer to print out the materials either go to the media center to print out the materials or tell me at least one day in advance so that I may possibly print out the desired materials for you. If you desire more detail or need assistance with answering questions on homework, etc. you can open up your textbook to the section that we are covering in class with the Power Point Presentation and or online guided lecture and presentation to further assist you in your learning experience.
Consequences:

Each student will be dealt with on an individual basis. However, I will not tolerate bullying, use of profanity, insubordination, and other inappropriate actions that may occur in the classroom and I being the teacher have the right to send a referral to your child’s associate principal for disciplinary actions which may result in a suspension from school if your child chooses to not follow the rules of this school that are provided and listed in the student handbook for Warren Mott High School and Warren Consolidated Schools.

Films, video clips, and other forms of digital media:

During the course of this school year I plan to show PG/PG-13/R rated movies in full or as excerpts to enhance our class curriculum. 
I believe showing your son and/or daughter movies such as Born on the Fourth of July, JFK, and Thirteen Days enables them to benefit from another medium as a resource in their study of current events and history. Movies, along with our hands-on activities such as reading, in-class discussion groups, and research projects, give students a well-rounded opportunity to discover U.S. Government. Movies go beyond dry facts and help bring events “alive.” 
Be assured that I will use proper discretion when showing these movies.
Thank you for taking the time to read this and I appreciate you signing the bottom of this page where it asks for your signature
Parent/Guardian:

I want to have an open line of communication with the parents/guardians of my students with the ultimate goal being to maximize the educational benefits for my students.  I feel that an open line of communication is necessary, therefore please feel free to contact me about anything pertaining to the educational development of your child.  If you email or call me with any questions or concerns pertaining to your child in my class, I will email or call you back within a reasonable amount of time.  I am asking for a signature from you at the bottom of this page to assure that you are aware of the goals and expectations that I have for the students in my classroom.

Signature of Parent/Guardian

X_______________________
Information for Parents/Guardians

On-Line Textbook

Login page:

https://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com/snpapp/login/login.jsp
User name: Mott2010

Password:   grades2010

Weekly Lesson Plans:

Website:

http://mrkay.weebly.com/ 

PowerSchool

Homepage:

http://www.wcskids.net/parentportal/
Login:

https://ps.wcs.misd.net/public/
How semester grades are calculated.
Semester grades for high school classes are still calculated using the 40%-40%-20% rule.  Two requirements a student needs to meet in order to pass the class:

Students must pass 60% of the class (i.e. must pass 2 of 3)

Students must earn a 60% (D-) average.

A student not taking a final exam shall receive an F as the final grade until such time as the exam is completed.

A student who passes a comprehensive final with a 78% or higher shall be granted credit for the course.

The grade scale is as follows:

A+:  98 and above

A:    93-97

A-:   90-92

B+:  87-89

B:    83-86

B-:   80-82

C+:  77-79

C:    73-76

C-:   70-72

D+:  67-69

D:    63-66

D-:   60-62

E:    50-59 (considered a failing grade for the class)

F:     0-49  (considered a failing grade for the class)
