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Give a Multimedia Presentation

In this activity, you will create a multimedia presentation demonstrating how a bill 

becomes law, using a real bill as a case study. Your presentation will combine at least 

three of the following elements: text, video, audio, and graphics.
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1. Define Your Topic Consider the 

amount of time allotted for the 

presentation and the complexity of 

the subject. You have only a limited 

amount of time for presentation. 

Think about how best to present 

the essential points of your topic. 

Research a recent bill in Congress. 

Why was it introduced? List the 

key political leaders involved in the 

debate over the bill. To which political 

party did they belong? Who are their 

constituents? Define the terms your 

audience will need to understand 

your presentation (e.g., bipartisan, 

cloture, lobby, amendment, petition, 

committee, draft, sponsor). 

                             2. Determine What Types of Media Are 

                   Available for the Presentation 

                                    As part of your research, determine what 

                             types of media are available for your 

                             presentation. Do you have a computer 

                             and the software to create a podcast, 

                            a multimedia presentation, a slide 

                            show, or other graphics? Do you have 

                           access to video, film, or audio clips of 

                            speeches, or to sound bites related to 

                            the bill? Can you find photos of the key 

                           players? Could some information be 

                          effectively presented in charts, maps, 

                                or graphs?





3. Make a Storyboard or Blueprint for 

Your Project Make a storyboard or 

blueprint for your project. Create a 

storyboard by brainstorming ideas for 

covering your topic in various media. 

Then make a detailed plan for how 

you want to present your information. 

Identify the media that will work best for 

each part of the presentation. Consider 

how to make the transitions between 

each of the sections in the presentation.

4. Create Your Presentation Your 

presentation should diagram the 

responsibilities of the House of 

Representatives, the Senate, and 

the President in the process of a bill 

becoming a law. Compare the steps 

the bill took between the House of 

Representatives and Senate. Sum-

marize the positions of the groups 

involved in the development of the bill 

and relate these positions to the major 

politicians involved.
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