Unit Study Guide: Chapters 7, 8, and 9

A meeting of a small group of people to select the candidates they will support is called

Nomination by petition would likely not be used for what process

Most election law in the United States is what

The largest item in most campaign budgets is

Laws limiting campaign spending have been found to violate what

The nominating process is usually the only point at which there is any real contest for

public office in

The convention fell out of favor as the principal nominating method in American politics

because

Which type of primary is no longer used today?

Supporters of the open primary would most likely argue that it

A runoff primary is held only when

State laws generally restrict precinct size to an area with no more than ___ qualified

voters.

Most politicians prefer the party-column ballot because it

Ballots are used for informational purposes only when

Opponents of online voting argue that

Small contributors typically donate to a candidate for office because they

Why has the Federal Election Commission (FEC) been unable to do a more effective job

of administering campaign finance law?

Hard-money contributions are given to

Usually the earliest and longest-lasting influences on people’s political opinions are

Different generations often have different views on public affairs because of

The main problem with using interest groups to measure public opinion is that

What is the best way to measure public opinion?

The first step in the polling process is to

What do you call a situation in which some voters are influenced by polls out of a desire to support a winner?

What is a major limitation on the media’s influence on politics?

Why is the term public opinion so hard to describe or understand?

People who have an unusually strong influence on the views of others are called

Polls that seek to read the public’s mind simply by asking the same question of a large

number of people who are not identified according to any scientific principles are called

In the polling process, what does the pollster do after constructing a sample?

If a polling sample is deliberately constructed to reflect the major characteristics of a given universe, it is a

Critics of polling argue that

Who was the first President to use radio effectively to get his message out to the people?

What relationship do candidates and their campaigns have with the media?

Most news consumers tend to

What is the main difference between television and newspaper coverage of the news?

In contrast to interest groups, political parties

A major explanation for the large number of interest groups in the United States is

An example of an issue-oriented special interest group is the

An example of an indirect approach used by interest groups is

Grass-roots efforts often work because

What is the purpose of interest groups?

How are political parties and interest groups similar?

A potentially negative aspect of interest groups is that they might

Which of the following is an example of interest groups acting as educators?

When does an organization become an interest group?

The AFL-CIO is an example of a very large

Identify a professional association

“Think tanks” are considered interest groups because they

Give an example of a public-interest group

Why might interest groups choose an indirect method of influencing public policy?

Give an example of an action by lobbyists that is illegal

Why do interest groups often use press releases, rather than paid advertisements, to

influence the public?

What interest group activity is particularly beneficial to both public officials and interest

groups?

