                                        American Government Weekly Lesson Objectives and Targets

                                                                              Week of April 14th

Monday:
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 
*Students will be able to identify the first steps in the introduction of a bill to the House.
*Students will be able to describe what happens to a bill once it is referred to a committee. 
*Students will be able to explain how House leaders schedule debate on a bill. 
*Students will be able to explain what happens to a bill on the House floor, and identify the final step in the passage of a bill in the House.

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to describe how a bill is introduced in the Senate.
*Students will be able to compare the Senate’s rules for debate with those in the House.
*Students will be able to evaluate the actions the President can take after both houses have passed a bill.
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? show it
*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments

 Wednesday:
*Students will be able to discuss the arguments in favor of and opposed to minimum wage laws.
*Students will be able to explain the importance of anticipating unintended consequences.
*Students will be able to describe the role of conference committees in the legislative process
*Students will be able to through the classroom simulation of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce to understand the procedures and political process of committee action on a bill.  

Thursday:
*Students will be able to after hearing arguments of opposing interest groups in a committee hearing, as committee members they will attempt to forge a bipartisan majority through political bargaining.
*Students will be able to play the roles of Republican and Democratic committee members with four different views on raising the minimum wage. 
*Students will be able to compromise on a bill to increase the minimum wage through their role as a committee member on the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.
*Students will be able to assess the intended and unintended consequences of minimum wage laws.

Friday: (No School)
Next week Monday:
*Students will be able to .demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each multiple choice question on the assessment.
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the assessment
       American Government Weekly Lesson Objectives and Targets

                                         Week of March 31st

Monday:
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 
*Students will be able to describe how and when Congress convenes.
*Students will be able to compare the roles of the presiding officers in the Senate and the House. 
*Students will be able to identify the duties of the party officers in each house.
*Students will be able to describe how committee chairmen are chosen and explain their role in the legislative process. 

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to explain how standing committees’ function.
*Students will be able to describe the responsibilities and duties of the House Rules Committee. 
*Students will be able to compare the functions of joint and conference committees.   
*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem-solving skills on know it? Show it

 Wednesday:
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each multiple-choice question on the assessment.
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the assessment

Thursday:
*Students will be able to identify the first steps in the introduction of a bill to the House.
*Students will be able to describe what happens to a bill once it is referred to a committee. 
*Students will be able to explain how House leaders schedule debate on a bill. 
*Students will be able to explain what happens to a bill on the House floor, and identify the final step in the passage of a bill in the House.

Friday:
*Students will be able to describe how a bill is introduced in the Senate.
*Students will be able to compare the Senate’s rules for debate with those in the House.
*Students will be able to describe the role of conference committees in the legislative process. 
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem-solving skills on know it? Show it
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                                         Week of March 24th

Monday:
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 
*Students will be able to explain why the Framers gave Congress the power to issue currency.
*Students will be able to describe the power-sharing arrangement between Congress and the President on the issues of war and national defense.

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to identify the key sources of the foreign relations powers of Congress.
*Students will be able to list other key domestic powers exercised by Congress.
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem-solving skills on know it? Show it

 Wednesday:
*Students will be able to explain how the Necessary and Proper Clause gives Congress flexibility in lawmaking.
*Students will be able to compare the strict construction and liberal construction positions on the scope of congressional power.
*Students will be able to describe the ways in which the implied powers have been applied.

Thursday:
*Students will be able to describe the roles of Congress in amending the Constitution and its electoral duties.
*Students will be able to identify the executive powers of Congress.
*Students will be able to describe the power of Congress to impeach, and summarize presidential impeachment cases.
*Students will be able to describe the investigatory powers of Congress.

Friday:
*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem-solving skills on know it? Show it
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each multiple-choice question on the practice assessment.
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the practice assessment

                     American Government Weekly Lesson Objectives and Targets

                                                       Week of March 17th

Monday:
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 
*Students will be able to compare the size of the Senate to the size of the House of Representatives.
*Students will be able to identify the personal and political backgrounds of members of Congress.

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to describe the duties performed by those who serve in Congress.
*Students will be able to describe the compensation and privileges of members of Congress. 
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? show it

 Wednesday:
*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? show it
*Students will be able to comprehend the information presented during tear and share group presentations.

Thursday:
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the assessment
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each multiple choice question on the assessment.

Friday:
*Students will be able to analyze the importance of the commerce power. 
*Students will be able to describe the three types of powers delegated to Congress.
*Students will be able to summarize key points relating to the taxing power.
*Students will be able to explain how the bankruptcy and borrowing powers work. 
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                                                         Week of March 10th

Monday:
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 
*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? show it

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the assessment
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each multiple choice question on the assessment.

Wednesday:
*Students will be able to explain why the Constitution provides for a bicameral Congress.
*Students will be able to explain the difference between a term and a session of Congress.
*Students will be able to describe a situation in which the President may convene or end a session of Congress

Thursday:
*Students will be able to explain how House seats are distributed and describe the length of a term in the House.
*Students will be able to explain how House seats reapportioned among the States after each census.
*Students will be able to describe a typical congressional election and congressional district
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? show it

Friday:
*Students will be able to analyze the formal and informal qualifications for election to the House. 
*Students will be able to compare the size of the Senate to the size of the House of Representatives.
*Students will be able to describe how senators are elected.
*Students will be able to explain how and why a senator’s term differs from a representative’s term.
*Students will be able to describe the qualifications for election to the Senate.
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                                                         Week of March 3rd

Monday:
*Students will be able to define federalism and explain why the Framers chose this system.
*Students will be able to identify powers delegated to and denied to the National Government, and powers reserved for and denied to the States. 
*Students will be able to explain the difference between exclusive and concurrent powers.
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? show it

Tuesday:
*ACT TESTING FOR ALL JUNIORS
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the ACT exam.
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each multiple choice question on the ACT exam.

 Wednesday:
*MME TESTING FOR ALL JUNIORS
*Students will be able to examine the Constitution as “the supreme Law of the Land.”
*Students will be able to summarize the obligations that the Constitution places on the National Government with regard to the States.
*Students will be able to explain the process for admitting new States to the Union.

Thursday:
*MME TESTING FOR ALL JUNIORS
*Students will be able to examine the many and growing areas of cooperative federalism.
*Students will be able to explain why States make interstate compacts.
*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? Show it

Friday:
*Students will be able to understand the purpose of the Full Faith and Credit Clause.
*Students will be able to describe the Extradition Clause and explain its purpose.
*Students will be able to explain the purpose of the Privileges and Immunities Clause.
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 
                                   American Government Weekly Lesson Objectives and Targets

                                                            Week of February 24th

Monday:
*Students will be able to understand the basic outline of the Constitution.
*Students will be able to understand the six basic principles of the Constitution: popular sovereignty, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, judicial review, and federalism.
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? show it

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to identify the four different ways by which the Constitution may be formally changed.
*Students will be able to explain how the formal amendment process illustrates the principles of federalism and popular sovereignty.
*Students will be able to understand that several amendments have been proposed, but not ratified.

*Students will be able to outline the 27 amendments that have been added to the Constitution.

 Wednesday:
*Students will be able to Identify how basic legislation has added to our understanding of the Constitution over time.
*Students will be able to describe the ways in which the executive and judicial branches have interpreted the Constitution.
*Students will be able to analyze the role of party practices and custom in interpreting the Constitution.

Thursday:
*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? show it
*Students will be able to recall valuable information and answer questions during jeopardy review game

Friday:
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each multiple choice question on an assessment
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on an assessment
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                                                                          Week of February 3rd

Monday:
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? show it
*Students will be able to  to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each multiple choice question on an assessment
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on an assessment
 Wednesday:
*Students will be able to explain the influence of three landmark English documents
*Students will be able to identify the three concepts of government that influenced the American colonies
*Students will be able to describe the three types of colonies that the English established in the American colonies

Thursday:
*Students will be able to explain how Britain’s colonial policies contributed to the growth of self-government in the colonies.
*Students will be able to identify the major steps that led to growing feelings of colonial unity.
*Students will be able to compare the First and the Second Continental Congresses.

Friday:
*Students will be able to analyze the ideas in the Declaration of Independence.
*Students will be able to summarize the common features of the first State constitutions.
*Students will be able to describe the structure of the government set up under the Articles of Confederation.
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                                                                  Week of January 27th

Monday:
*Students will be able to classify governments according to three sets of characteristics
*Students will be able to define systems of government based on who can participate
*Students will be able to identify different ways that power can be distributed, geographically, within a state

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 
*Students will be able to describe a government by the distribution of power between the executive and legislative branch

 Wednesday:
*Students will be able to understand and explain the foundations of democracy
*Students will be able to analyze the connections between democracy and the free enterprise system
*Students will be able to demonstrate prior knowledge and demonstrate problem solving skills on know it? show it

Thursday:
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on an assessment
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each multiple choice question on an assessment

Friday:
*Students will be able to explain the influence of three landmark English documents
*Students will be able to identify the three concepts of government that influenced the American colonies
*Students will be able to describe the three types of colonies that the English established in the American colonies



                                   American Government Weekly Lesson Objectives and Targets

                                                                    Week of January 21st

Monday:
No School: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 

 Wednesday:
*Students will be able to define government and the basic powers that every government holds
*Students will be able to describe the four defining characteristics of a state.
*Students will be to identify four theories that attempt to explain the origin of the state.

Thursday:
Students will be able to understand the purpose of government in the United States and other countries
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on their pre-test assessment
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each multiple choice question on their pre-test assessment


Friday:
*Students will be able to classify governments according to three sets of characteristics.
*Students will be able to define systems of government based on who can participate.
*Students will be able to identify different ways that power can be distributed, geographically, within a state.
*Students will be able to describe a government by the distribution of power between the executive and legislative branch.
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                                                                          Week of January 6th

Monday:
*Students will be able to explain why Article II of the Constitution can be described as an outline of the presidential office.
*Students will be able to explain how the Presidents' own views have affected the power of the office.
*Students will be able to explain how the Federal Government's actions can affect the economy.

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to analyze the causes and effects of the public debt.
*Students will be able to identify the key elements of federal spending.
*Students will be able to explain how the President and Congress work together to create the federal budget.

 Wednesday:
*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 

Thursday:
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the assessment
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each assessment multiple choice and short essay question

Friday:
*Students will be able to examine how cases reach the Supreme Court.
*Students will be able  to outline the scope of the Supreme Court's jurisdiction.
*Students will be able to define the concept of judicial review.
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                                                            Week of December 16th
Monday:

 *Students will be able to describe the role of select committees.

*Students will be able to compare the functions of joint and conference committees.

Tuesday:

*Students will be able identify the first steps in the introduction of a bill to the House.

*Students will be able to describe what happens to a bill once it is referred to a committee

 Wednesday:

*Students will be able to understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments

*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means 

 Thursday:

 *Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the assessment

*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each assessment multiple choice and short essay question

Friday:

*Students will be able to explain how House leaders schedule debate on a bill

*Students will be able  to explain what happens to a bill on the House floor, and identify the final step in the passage of a bill in the House
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                                                            Week of December 9th

Monday:

*Students will be able to identify the executive powers of Congress.

*Students will be able to describe the investigatory powers of Congress.

Tuesday:

*Students will be able understand, retain valuable information, and recite key concepts through review and practice assessments/

*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means.

Wednesday:

*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each assessment multiple choice and short essay question

*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the assessment

Thursday:

 *Students will be able to describe how and when Congress convenes.

*Students will be able to compare the roles of the presiding officers in the Senate and the House.

*Students will be able to identify the duties of the party officers in each house.

Friday:

*Students will be able to describe how committee chairmen are chosen and explain their role in the legislative process.

*Students will be able to explain how standing committees’ function.

*Students will be able to describe the responsibilities and duties of the House Rules Committee. 
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                                                         Week of December 2nd

Monday:
*Students will be able to describe the power-sharing arrangement between Congress and the President on the issues of war and national defense.
*Students will be able to identify the key sources of the foreign relations powers of Congress.

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to list other key domestic powers exercised by Congress.
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means.

Wednesday:
*Students will be able to explain how the Necessary and Proper Clause gives Congress flexibility in lawmaking.
*Students will be able to compare the strict construction and liberal construction positions on the scope of congressional power.
*Students will be able to describe the ways in which the implied powers have been applied.

Thursday:
*Students will be able to describe the role of Congress in amending the Constitution and its electoral duties.
*Students will be able to describe the power of Congress to impeach, and summarize presidential impeachment cases.

Friday:
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each assessment multiple choice and short essay question
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the assessment
American Government Weekly Lesson Objectives and Targets

 Week of November 18th
Monday:
*Students will be able to identify the personal and political backgrounds of members of Congress.
*Students will be able to describe the duties performed by those who serve in Congress.

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to describe the compensation and privileges of members of Congress.
*Students will be able to comprehend information, analyze how it is presented, and establish what it means.

Wednesday:
*Students will be able to demonstrate critical thinking skills and demonstrate problem analysis on the assessment
*Students will be able to demonstrate vocabulary knowledge and problem solving skills through each assessment multiple choice and short essay question

Thursday:
*Students will be able to analyze the importance of the commerce power.
*Students will be able to describe the three types of powers delegated to Congress.

Friday:
*Students will be able to summarize key points relating to the taxing power.
*Students will be able to explain how the bankruptcy and borrowing powers work.
*Students will be able to explain why the Framers gave Congress the power to issue currency. 
American Government Weekly Lesson Objectives and Targets

Week of November 11th


Monday:
*Students will be able to explain why the Constitution provides for a bicameral Congress
*Students will be able to describe a situation in which the President may convene or end a session of Congress


Tuesday:
*Students will be able to build fluency and stamina needed for the timed reading on the ACT 
*Students will be able to explain the difference between a term and a session of Congress
*Students will be able to describe a typical congressional election and congressional district

Wednesday:
*Students will be able to analyze the formal and informal qualifications for election to the House of Representatives
*Students will be able to explain how the House seats are distributed and describe the length of a term in the House

Thursday:
*Students will be able to explain how House of Representative seats are reapportioned among the *States after each census
*Students will be able to compare the size of the Senate to the size of the House of Representatives

Friday:
*Students will be able to describe how senators are elected 
*Students will be able to explain how and why a senator's term differs from a representative's term
*Students will be able to describe the qualifications for election to the Senate
American Government Weekly Lesson Objectives and Targets

                                                Week of November 4th

Monday:
*Students will be able to identify those people who typically do not vote. 
*Students will be able to examine the behavior of those who vote and those who do not.

Tuesday: (No School: Election Day)

Wednesday:
*Students will be able to understand the sociological and psychological factors that affect voting and voter behavior.
*Students will be able to explain why the nominating process is a critical first step in the election process.


Thursday:
*Students will be able to describe self-announcement, the caucus, and the convention as nominating methods.*Students will be able to discuss the direct primary as the principal nominating method used in the United States today. 

Friday:
*Students will be able to understand why some candidates use the petition as a nominating device.
*Students will be able to analyze how the administration of elections in the United States helps make democracy work.
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Week of October 28th

Monday:
*Students will be able to describe the national party machinery and party organization at  

  the State and local levels.

*Students will be able to understand why the major parties have a decentralized structure.

Tuesday:
*Students will be able to summarize the history of voting rights in the United States.
*Students will be able to identify and explain constitutional restrictions on the States’ 

  power to set voting qualifications.

Wednesday:
*Students will be able to identify the universal qualifications for voting in the United 

  States.

*Students will be able to explain the other requirements that States use or have used as 

  voting qualifications.

Thursday:

*Students will be able to describe the tactics often used to deny African Americans the 

  right to vote despite the command of the 15th Amendment.

*Students will be able to understand the significance of the civil rights laws enacted in 

  1957, 1960, and 1964.

Friday:

*Students will be able to analyze the provisions and effects of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

*Students will be able to examine the problem of nonvoting in this country. 
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Week of October 21st

Monday:

*Students will be able to define a political party

*Students will be able to describe the major functions of political parties

Tuesday:

*Students will be able to explain and understand multiparty and one-party systems and how they affect the functioning of a political system.

*Students will be able to identify the reasons why the United States has a two-party system

Wednesday:

*Students will be able to understand the origins of political parties in the United States.

Students will be able to identify and describe the three major periods of single-party domination and describe the current era of divided government.

Thursday:

*Students will be able to identify the types of minor parties that have been active in American politics.

*Students will understand why minor parties are important despite the fact that none has ever won the presidency.

Friday:

*Students will be able to understand why the major parties have a decentralized structure.

*Students will be able to describe the national party machinery and party organization at the State and local levels.

