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   As you read the passage below, consider how President Obama uses 

 evidence, such as facts or examples, to support claims. 
 

 reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence. 
 

 stylistic or persuasive elements, such as word choice or appeals to emotion to add 
power to the ideas expressed. 

 

 

Adapted from President Obama’s Common Sense Immigration Policy Speech regarding his executive action 2014  

I believe that the best way to solve the immigration 1problem is by working together to pass a logical law. But until that 
happens, there are actions I have the legal authority to take as President -- the same kinds of actions taken by 
Democratic and Republican Presidents before me -- that will help make our immigration system more fair. Tonight, I am 
announcing those actions. 

I want to say more about this issue, because it creates passion and debate. Even as we are a nation of immigrants2, we 
are also a nation of laws. Undocumented workers broke our immigration laws, and I believe that they must be held 
accountable -- especially those who may be dangerous. That's why, over the past six years, deportations3 of criminals 
are up 80 percent. And that's why we're going to keep focusing enforcement resources on actual threats to our security. 
Criminals and gang members, not families, not children. We'll prioritize.  

But even as we focus on sending criminals back to their home country, the fact is, millions of immigrants will still live 
here illegally4. And tracking down and deporting millions of people isn't realistic. It's also not who we are as Americans. 
After all, most of these immigrants have been here a long time. They work hard, often in tough, low-paying jobs. They 
support their families. Many of their kids are American-born or spent most of their lives here, and their hopes, dreams, 
and patriotism are just like ours.  

Now here's the thing: we expect people who live in this country to follow the rules. We're going to offer the following 
deal: If you've been in America for more than five years; if you have children who are American citizens or legal 
residents; if you register, pass a criminal background check, and you're willing to pay your taxes -- you'll be able to apply 
to stay in this country temporarily, without fear of deportation.  

Let's be clear about what it isn't. This deal does not apply to anyone who has come to this country recently. It does not 
apply to anyone who might come to America illegally in the future. It does not give them citizenship, or the right to stay 
here forever, or offer the same benefits that citizens receive -- only Congress can do that. All we're saying is we're not 
going to deport you.   

 

                                                           
1
 Immigration: the act of coming to live in a foreign country forever.  

2
 Immigrant: a person who comes to a foreign country to live forever.  

3
 Deportation: the act of sending a foreigner back to his or her home country.  

4
 Illegally: did not follow official rules for entering the United States.  
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I know some who are against it call it amnesty5. Well, it's not. Amnesty is the immigration system we have today -- 
millions of people who live here without paying their taxes or following the rules, while politicians use the issue to scare 
people and to get votes at election time. Mass forgiveness would be unfair. Mass deportation would be both impossible 
and against to our country’s character. If you meet the conditions, you can come and get right with the law. If you're a 
criminal, you'll be deported. If you plan to enter the U.S. illegally, your chances of getting caught and sent back just went 
up. 

Most Americans support the types of changes I've talked about tonight. But I understand the ones who don’t. Millions of 
us, myself included, go back generations in this country, with family who worked hard to become citizens. So we don't 
like the idea that anyone might get a free pass to American citizenship. I know that some worry immigration will change 
the idea of who we are, or take our jobs, or effect the middle-class families. I hear these concerns. But that's not what 
these steps would do. Our history and the facts show that immigrants are good for our economy and our society.  

Are we a nation that allows workers who pick our fruit and make our beds never to have a chance? Or are we a nation 
that gives them a chance to change, take responsibility, and give their kids a better future? Are we a nation that accepts 
the cruelty of taking children from their parents' arms? Or are we a nation that values families, and works to keep them 
together? Are we a nation that educates the world's best and brightest in our universities, only to send them home to 
create businesses in countries that compete against us? Or are we a nation that encourages them to stay and create 
businesses right here in America? 

Tomorrow, I'll travel to Las Vegas and meet with some of these students, including a girl named Astrid Silva. Astrid was 
brought to America when she was four years old. When she started school, she didn't speak any English. She caught up 
by reading newspapers and watching T.V., and became a good student. Her father worked in landscaping. Her mother 
cleaned other people's homes. Her parents wouldn't let Astrid apply to a school for fear the paperwork would bring to 
attention that she is an undocumented immigrant -- she applied behind their back and got in. Still, she mostly lived in 
the shadows. After she begin to speak out for herself and other immigrants. 

My fellow Americans, we are and always will be a nation of immigrants. We were strangers once, too. And we are here 
only because this country welcomed us in, and taught us that to be an American is about something more than what we 
look like, or what our last names are, or how we worship. What makes us Americans is our shared goal -- that all of us 
are created equal, and all of us have the chance to make of our lives what we will. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5
 Amnesty: an act of forgiveness for past offenses, especially to a class of persons as a whole (illegal immigrants in this case).     

Write an essay in which you explain how President Obama  builds an argument 
to persuade the audience that his immigration plan is good for the United States.  
In your essay, analyze how Obama uses one or more of the features listed in the 
box above (or features of your own choice) to strengthen the logic and 
persuasiveness of his argument. Be sure that your analysis focuses on the most 
relevant features of the passages. 

Your essay should not explain whether you agree with Obama’s claims, BUT 
rather explain how Obama builds an argument to persuade his audience. 
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Reading Comprehension Graphic Organizer 
 

STEP 1: Re-read each paragraph from the passage and write a one-sentence summary for 
   each paragraph using the chart below. 
 

  
Paragraph #1   

 

 

 
Paragraph #2 

 

 

 
Paragraph #3 

 

 
Paragraph #4 

 

 

 
Paragraph #5 

 

 

Paragraph #6 
 

 

Paragraph #7 
 

 

Paragraph #8 
 

 

Paragraph #9 
 

 

Paragraph #10 
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STEP 2: Review the one-sentence summaries that you recorded on the chart (STEP 1). 
 
Quickwrite: Overall, what is the writer’s purpose? What is the central idea presented in 

       the passage? What is the writer’s basic argument? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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ETHOS  ANALYSIS 

Writer’s Claim or Position: 
What does the writer want his or her audience to support? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Personal Examples: 
 

List personal stories or anecdotes 
that writer shares. 

Credentials/Qualifications: 
List any special degrees, 
qualifications, awards, 
expertise, or training that the 
writer claims to have. 

Roles/Responsibilities: 
 

List any special jobs, life experiences, or 
social roles that are part of the writer’s 
identity (e.g. parent, immigrant, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Quickwrite: How would you describe the writer’s image or ethos? What adjectives would you use to describe the 
type of person the writer is? What kind of a person does the writer seem to be? Do you trust this person? Do you 
like or admire this person? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SUPPORT 
AND 

EVIDENCE 
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LOGOS  ANALYSIS 

Writer’s Claim or Position: 
What does the writer want his or her audience to support? 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Authority/Experts: 
List expert testimony that the writer 
may include. 

Facts/Statistics: 
List numerical data or scientific evidence 
the writer may include. 

Qualifiers/Transitions: 
List words and phrases like some, 
often, perhaps, as a result, or on 
the other hand that qualify claims 
or signal logical relationships. 

 
 

 

  

Counter-arguments: List opposing views that the writer presents. 
 
 
 
 
 

Quickwrite:  How reasonable does this writer seem to you? Is the writer careful to make claims that can be supported 
by evidence? Does the writer seem fair and neutral? Does the writer consider different viewpoints? Does the writer 
make concessions? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SUPPORT 
AND 

EVIDENCE 
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PATHOS  ANALYSIS 

Writer’s Claim or Position: 
What does the writer want his or her audience to support? 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Examples/Anecdotes: 
 

List human interest stories or personal 
experience the writer shares.   

Loaded Language: 
 

List any words that have strong 
emotional connotations. 

Humor, Irony, and/or Sarcasm: 
 

List any jokes or funny remarks the 
writer makes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Quickwrite: Describe the overall emotional impact of this text. How did the writer make you feel? Happy? Sad? Afraid? 
Hurt? Excited? Curious? Mad? Brave? Angry? Concerned? How strong were your feelings while reading this text?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SUPPORT 
AND 

EVIDENCE 
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NOTE: If you have completed the Quickwrites on the graphic organizers, you have written four out of the 
five paragraphs of your essay.  
 
o Introduction-Revise your Quickwrite from the Reading Comprehension Graphic Organizer. This is your 

introduction. At the end of your introduction, add a thesis statement. Oftentimes, it is easiest to rephrase 
a portion of the prompt as your thesis. For example: Mandela builds an argument to persuade the 
audience that his opposition to slavery is justified by using pathos, logos, and ethos.  

 
o Body Paragraph #1-Revise your Quickwrite from the Pathos Graphic Organizer. Be sure that you include 

evidence from the reading excerpt for support.  
 

o Body Paragraph #2-Revise your Quickwrite from the Logos Graphic Organizer. Be sure that you include 
evidence from the reading excerpt for support.  
 

o Body Paragraph #3-Revise your Quickwrite from the Ethos Graphic Organizer. Be sure that you include 
evidence from the reading excerpt for support.  
 

o Conclusion-Provide a concluding paragraph in which you restate the thesis using different words and 
provide a brief summary of the main points of your essay.  Make sure to add a thought-provoking 
statement as the final sentence of your essay. 

 

o Use words, phrases, and clauses to transition the reader from one reason to the next.  For example, “for 
instance,” “in addition,” “moreover,” etc. 

 
o Maintain a formal style throughout your essay response.  
 
o Cite the text you read. This includes accurately quoting and paraphrasing references to the reading 

excerpt.
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