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	Questions/Main Ideas:
	Mass Media and Public Opinion



	Objectives


	1. Examine the term public opinion and understand why it is so difficult to define.

2. Analyze how family and education help shape public opinion.

3. Describe four other factors that shape public opinion. 

	Key Terms
	

	public affairs: 
	Events and issues that concern the people at large, such as politics and the making of public policies

	public opinion: 
	Those attitudes held by a significant number of people on matters of government and politics

	mass media: 
	Those means of communication that reach large, widely dispersed audiences simultaneously

	peer group: 
	Those people with whom one regularly associates, including friends, classmates, co-workers, and neighbors

	opinion leader: 
	Any person who has an unusually strong influence on the views of others
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	Review
	

	***Summary, Reflection, Analysis
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