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Section 1: Early Civilizations of India and Pakistan

Archaeologists uncovered the remains of the Indian subcontinent's first civilization in the Indus River valley.

Section 2: Hinduism and Buddhism

Thousands of years ago, two major religions—Hinduism and Buddhism—emerged in ancient India.

Section 3: Powerful Empires of India

The Maurya and Gupta empires each left indelible marks on civilization on the Indian subcontinent.

Section 4: Rise of Civilization in China

Early Chinese people developed a complex civilization and made many advances in learning and the arts.

Section 5: Strong Rulers Unite China

Powerful leaders formed the Qin and Han empires, each contributing largely to later periods in Chinese history.

Summary

The vast Indian subcontinent is a land of mountains, fertile plains, and arid regions. Rivers and monsoons have had much influence on Indian life. In the Indus River valley, archaeologists have uncovered the remains of India's first civilization. This civilization, which is thought to have flourished for about 1,000 years, eventually fell to the Aryans, who invaded India and destroyed many Indus Valley cities. Over the centuries, they abandoned their nomadic life, interacted with the people they conquered, and developed a new Indian civilization. The sacred Vedas, an ancient collection of prayers, hymns, and other religious teachings, reveal much about the Aryans' religion and social structure.

Geography isolated early Chinese civilization, yet the people developed a writing system, literature, silk making, and other arts. They honored nature and ancestor spirits. Politically, they believed in the Mandate of Heaven and the dynastic cycle.

