Chapter 2 Study Guide

American Government

1. Most of the thirteen American colonies were?

2. Explain why the First and Second Continental Congresses had different outcomes?
3. According to the Declaration of Independence, what is the only legitimate basis for a government’s powers?
4. Why did the Articles of Confederation fail?
5. What was the main problem that led many people to believe that the Articles of Confederation must be revised?
	Use the quote below to answer the following question. 
 
Our government under the proposed [Constitution], will be guarded by a repetition of the strongest cautions against excesses. In the senate the sovereignties of the several states will be equally represented; in the house of representatives, the people of the whole union will be equally represented; and, in the president, and the federal independent judges ... the sovereignties of the several states and the people of the whole union, may be considered as ... represented.
 
             —John Dickinson, The Letters of Fabius, in 1788, on the Federal Constitution
	

	6.
	Based on this quote, Dickinson felt that the Constitution made what possible?


	Use the quote below to answer the following question. 
 
Our government under the proposed [Constitution], will be guarded by a repetition of the strongest cautions against excesses. In the senate the sovereignties of the several states will be equally represented; in the house of representatives, the people of the whole union will be equally represented; and, in the president, and the federal independent judges ... the sovereignties of the several states and the people of the whole union, may be considered as ... represented.
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	7.
	The reference in the quote to the Senate and the House describes what plan or compromise?
	


8. Which concept of government includes the ideas that government is restricted in what it may do and that every individual  has certain rights that government cannot take away?

9. Which landmark English document first granted the right to petition?
10. What was the main reason that the government in London exercised little control over the American colonies throughout much of the colonial period?

11. What policies enacted under King George III upset the colonists?

12. The earliest attempt to unify some of the colonies was the (blank)

13. What was the main reason that both the First and Second Continental Congresses were convened?

14. According to the Declaration of Independence, what circumstances justify abolishing, or ending, a government?

15. Why did all of the first State constitutions include the ideas of separation of powers and checks and balances?

16. Under the Articles of Confederation, the United States was what?
17. What characteristic did the majority of the Framers of the Constitution have in common?

18. Why did smaller States favor the New Jersey Plan over the Virginia Plan?

19. The main reason that Federalists supported ratification of the Constitution was why?

20. What delayed the inauguration of the new government under the Constitution?

