Chapter 2 Outline

Section 1: City-States of Ancient Sumer

The fertile land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers supported the development of Sumerian civilization.

Section 2: Invaders, Traders, and Empire Builders

A series of strong rulers united the lands of the Fertile Crescent into well-organized empires.

Section 3: Kingdom on the Nile

The history of ancient Egypt is divided into three periods: Old Kingdom, Middle Kingdom, and New Kingdom.

Section 4: Egyptian Civilization

Religion and learning played an important role in ancient Egyptian civilization.

Section 5: Roots of Judaism

The religion of the Israelites was unique in the ancient world because it was monotheistic.

Summary

In Egypt, the benefits of the Nile River supported the development of early civilization. Interaction between the Egyptians and such peoples as the Hyksos, Hittites, and Nubians had lasting significance. Religious beliefs about gods, values, and life after death profoundly affected ancient Egyptian life. Scribes used a system of hieroglyphics to make written records. Other Egyptians made advances in science, mathematics, art, and literature. The Tigris and Euphrates rivers supported the development of Sumerian civilization. The need to cooperate for irrigation and flood control led the Sumerians to form city-states with strong governments. The Sumerians' relationship with the land was reflected in their religious beliefs and their worldview. The Sumerians developed cuneiform, basic algebra, and geometry, and made advances in medicine, geography, and astronomy. Hebrews and Phoenicians also made significant contributions to early civilization.

Strong rulers united the lands of the Fertile Crescent into empires that had well-organized systems of law and government. Middle Eastern civilizations of the period also developed iron working, coins, and an alphabet. Through warfare and trade, these and other cultural achievements spread to new lands.

