2012 Election Project/Assignment

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES:
Visit the campaign websites and other internet web pages for the 2012 presidential candidates to learn where they stand on the issues.

Barack Obama, Democratic incumbent
Website: barackobama.com/record/economy
YouTube: youtube.com/user/BarackObamadotcom
Mitt Romney, likely Republican challenger:
Website: mittromney.com/issues 
YouTube: youtube.com/user/mittromney
QUESTIONS: 
 
List 3 issues you believe are important to consider in this election.


1. What does each candidate say he would do to address each issue?  (What are his solutions?)


2. What actions have each taken (legislation) to support or undermine his position on each issue?  


3. What do you think is the best way to improve the economy and reduce unemployment?  Cut taxes?  Cut government spending?  Raise taxes on the wealthy? (if so, define wealthy)  Raise taxes across the board? 

PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES:

The central focus of a presidential debate should be to provide voters with information they need to measure the suitability of the candidates for the White House.

The Commission on Presidential Debates announced four debates for the 2012 Presidential election. Moderators for the debates will be chosen in the summer of 2012.

· October 3, 2012: The first presidential debate will take place at the University of Denver in Denver, Colorado.

· October 11, 2012: The only vice-presidential debate will take place at Centre College in Danville, Kentucky.

· October 16, 2012: The second presidential debate will take place at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York. It will have a town-meeting format.

· October 22, 2012: The third and final presidential debate will take place at Lynn University in Boca Raton, Florida.

The Commission on Presidential Debates was established in 1987 and has sponsored all presidential and vice presidential general election debates since 1988.  Visit the Commission on Presidential Debates library to view Presidential Debate History.

QUESTION:

Watch the Presidential Debates or the Vice Presidential Debate live at c-span.org: (links to be posted when they take place)  
Pay attention to the questions the moderator asks.
Did the moderator’s questions cause each candidate to clearly explain his position on each issue?  Explain your answer.

ELECTORAL COLLEGE:

The Electoral College consists of popularly elected representatives (electors) who formally elect the President and Vice President of the United States. Since 1964, there have been 538 electors in each presidential election. Article II, Section 1, Clause 2 of the Constitution specifies how many electors each state is entitled to have and that each state’s legislature decides how its electors are to be chosen. U.S. territories are not represented in the Electoral College. The Electoral College is an example of an indirect election.

Electoral Votes for the presidential election:  Each state has a certain number of electoral votes.  The more people that live in your state, the more electoral votes your state gets. (Can you see why candidates would spend a lot of time in California, New York, and Texas?)  In 48 of the states, the candidate who gets the most votes gets all the electoral votes for that state. Nebraska and Maine do not follow the winner-take-all rule – there could be a split of electoral votes among candidates through a proportional allocation of votes.  The first candidate to win 270 electoral votes becomes the President.

· For more on the electoral college visit the U.S. National Archives and Records Administration.

· Visit the U.S. National Archives page “Frequently Asked Questions” regarding the Electoral College and electors.

· View a map of electoral college votes by state at: 270towin.com
· Take the “Electoral College Quiz” at: 270towin.com/quiz
QUESTIONS:

1.  How many electoral votes does your state have? 

2.  Why is your vote meaningful under the electoral college system?
SENATORS / REPRESENTATIVES:

SENATORS:
· Elections to the United States Senate are to be held on November 6, 2012, with 33 of the 100 seats in the Senate being contested in regular elections whose winners will serve six-year terms from January 3, 2013 until January 3, 2019.

· The Senate is currently composed of 51 Democrats, 47 Republicans, and two Independents who caucus with the Democrats (democratic socialist Bernie Sanders of Vermont and former Democrat Joe Lieberman of Connecticut).

· Currently, Democrats are expected to have 23 seats up for election, including the 2 independents who caucus with the Democrats, while Republicans are expected to have 10 seats up for election.

REPRESENTATIVES:
· The 2012 United States House of Representatives elections will be held on November 6, 2012.

· Elections for United States House of Representatives will be held for all 435 seats, representing the 50 U.S. states.

· Elections will also be held for the delegates from the District of Columbia and five major U.S. territories.

· The winners of this election cycle will serve in the 113th United States Congress. This will be the first congressional election using congressional districts apportioned based on the 2010 United States Census.

· The House is currently composed of 241 Republicans and 191 Democrats. [There are 3 vacancies due to 2 resignations and one death.]

 [For links to all state races, go to ballotpedia.org and click on your state.  You will find information on all races on your state page.]

QUESTION:

Name the candidates for House, Senate and governor who are running in your state.

2012 ELECTION MAPS AND POLLS: 
· politico.com/2012-election/map/#/President/2012/Primary (click on tabs at top of page for Senate, House and Governor races) (NOTE:  links are primary maps; 2012 general election maps to be posted when available)
· realclearpolitics.com/epolls/2012/senate
· realclearpolitics.com/epolls/2012/house
